Mafia’s ‘little man’ in the 


EDWARD REID, a Pulitzer prizewinner, 
thinks Harold Wilson was correct, if a 
little inhibited, in his decision to in- 
vade Angnilia. “In my opinion he 
shomld have sent the Army into every 
island in the Caribbean,” he says. “ And 
preferably dropped a regiment of 
paratroopers into Switzerland as well.” 

. The reason is that Mr. Reid has 
just completed an investigation into 
Mafia activity in the Bahamas and 
was shocked by what crawled out when 
he lifted up the stones. “ They’ve 
) hoisted the Mafia flag right over the 
Union Jack,” he told me. “They’ve 
- outwitted or paid off all your officials 
and it s only a matter of time before 
they take over the whole Caribbean. 
Why, the most important man on 
Grand Bahama Island today is a man 
who used to be associated with the old 
Murder Incorporated outfit in New 

All his unsettling findings are set 
out in a new book. The Grim Reapers, 


which establishes a close link between 
gambling, narcotics and -vice in the 
Bahamas and a blossoming Mafia 
operation in Canada. 

. Toronto is a hotbed of organised 
crime now,” says Mr. Reid. “ They send 
down to the Bahamas by way 
of Niagara Falls and Rochester, New 
Xork. And believe it or not the tout. 
who runs it is an Englishman.” 

Mr. Reid names the Mafia overlord 
tor the Caribbean as Carlos Marcello 
who was once deported to Guatemala, 
which promptly returned him. He 
wears elevated shoes, is known in the 
underworld as “ The Little Man ” and 
may accede to supreme power in the 
^ d ' cate . following the recent death in 
prison of Vito Genovese. 

Marcello is alleged to have taken 
part m a secret meeting near New 
Orleans m September 1962, at which 
the assassination of President Kennedy 
was discussed. 

“Organised crime in the Caribbean 
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Caribbean 


is flourishing indecently,” Mr. Reid 
concludes. “Even Castro has resumed 
the association with the Mafia he broke 
off at the time of the revolution. He 
has become heavily dependent on the 
profits from narcotics, which are 
smuggled out of Cuba in shrimp boats 
to the small Mexican islands of Cozu- 
mel and Mujers and then distributed 
in the United States. 


“ In the Bahamas the syndicate 
recently made an attempt to buy a 
controlling interest in Pan American 
Airlines which was thwarted only at the 
11th hour by the direct intervention of 
President Nixon. And the casinos 
down there are raking in money so fast 
it has to be mailed out by parcel post 
in cardboard beer cartons." A lot of it 
is placed in secret accounts at Swiss 
banks.” 



MARCELLO : Supreme power? 


Mr. Reid has reached the conclusion 
that the money is being accumulated 
for_ a purpose, that the purpose is 
sinister and that he will probably never 
unravel the mystery. “Pm convinced 


it is intended to feed some monolith of 
crime, someone above and behind the 
Mafia, he says. “For all I know it 
may be the devil himself.” 


